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if our analysis of admiration was correct. We said *
that admiration is compounded of wonder and negative
self-feeling. The impulse of wonder, then, keeps his
attention directed upon the admired person ; the impulse
of negative self-feeling throws him into the submissive,
receptive, suggestible attitude towards the object of his
admiration. Hence the child accepts by suggestion
the moral propositions of the persons he admires, he
imitates their actions and sympathetically shares their
moral emotions ; and so his developing abstract senti-
ments are moulded in accordance with those of the admired
persons. If these persons deliberately aim at moulding
his sentiments, the extent of their influence m this direction
is only limited by his intellectual capacity for forming
abstract conceptions of the various qualities of conduct
and character.

The child, then, builds up his abstract sentiments by
means of a series of emotional judgments, judgments of
approval and disapproval, which are original in the
sense that they spring from his emotions and concrete
sentiments; but they are not independently formed
judgments, but rather emotional judgments made under
the very powerful directing influence of personal suggestion
and sympathy. In modern societies this influence is
exerted, not only through personal contact, but on a
very great scale by literature; for, in so far as we learn
to grasp in some degree the personality of an author and
to admire him, the expressions of his abstract sentiments
exert this personal influence upon us, more especially,
of course, upon the young mind whose sentiments are
not fully formed and crystallised. This, of course, is
the principal reason that literature read as such, as the
expressions of great personalities that evoke our admira-
tion, is so superior, as food for the growing mind, to the
productions of the daily and weekly press ; for, no matter
how well written these may be, nor how admirable the
moral sentiments expressed or implied, they fail to exert
the great influence of an admired personality. Even if
the author of acknowledged eminence is not intrinsically

1 See p. no.